THEOPHILUS
“Exploring the Future Church: An open discussion on what it means to be in a faith community.”

Session 4 – July 6, 2011

· Prayer

· Theological Foundations: What is a “church”?

( The church is a community of people living in the power of the resurrection, 
reconciled to God and to each other. The church is built on relationships, not merely 
programs, activities, or buildings.

( The church is the “people of God.” The new and fulfilled people of God are marked by 
a radical openness that knows no outsiders, for now “there can be neither Jew nor 
Greek, there can be neither slave nor freeman, there can be neither male nor female -- 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And simply by being Christ's, you are that progeny of 
Abraham, the heirs named in the promise” (Galatians 3:28-29).

( The church is the “body of Christ.” Christ’s body provides the image of church as a 
living, growing organism. Christ himself is the head of his body, directing and 
orchestrating the movements at will.

( The church is the “priesthood of all believers.” The church’s chosen state, calling as 
priests, and holiness are the result of the Holy Spirit, Jesus, and being “sprinkled with his 
blood” (1 Peter 1:2). With access to God’s mercy forever achieved through Christ’s 
sacrifice, the church is now able to offer spiritual sacrifices to God. The sacrificial activity 
of the priesthood of all believers is the “unending sacrifice of praise …doing good works 
and sharing your resources” (Hebrews 13:15-16).

( The church is the “communion of saints.” Saints include all Christians of the past, 
present, and future, from around the world. Fellowship is experienced in the Christian 
community like it is nowhere else because of the reconciliation provided through Christ 
and in turn with one another.

( The church is the “creation of the Spirit.” While the Holy Spirit’s work can be viewed in 
individualistic terms, biblically it is viewed through the lens of the community of faith. It 
is the Spirit who calls individuals into a community where they work out their salvation. 
The Spirit hovers over the baptismal waters as the community witnesses an individual 
being sealed. The Spirit imparts gifts throughout the church for the mutual benefit of 
the body. The Spirit empowers the church for acts of service and ministry in the world. 
The church is a new type of community; a collective of new creations filled by the living 
Breath of God. One cannot decide for oneself to become a part of the church. The Spirit 
of God is always drawing people into community first, initiating the movement

( The Trinity is the church’s model for authentic community. In worship the church 
hears and rehearses the narrative of the Triune God. That narrative tells the story of the 
compassionate love of the Father caring for his creation, Jesus’ sacrificial servanthood 
for the salvation of the world, and the Holy Spirit’s propulsion to follow him into the 
world just as the Father sent the Son. Within the story of the Trinity lies the mission of 
God: the relational healing and re-creation of every created thing. God’s mission toward 
re-creation then becomes the church’s mission as well. The re-creative mission becomes 
the compelling theme of the church’s relationship to God, to fellow church members, 
and to the world. The church is not hierarchical because the Trinity is not hierarchical. 
The Trinity exists as a community of co-equal, intermingling persons that operate in a 
self-giving manner toward each other. The Trinity is the model for a relational, organic 
Christian community. The Trinity is the church’s grounding for a circular, flat model of 
interconnected, mutually submissive relationships.

· “Church C” membership practices:

( Discernment for Membership…


Have you been at “Church C” consistently for at least six months? Have been at “Church 


C” a while but still not quite sure if “member” really describes your type of commitment? 


Are you interested in entering a six-nine month discernment process with others about 


becoming a member of “Church C”? If so, please fill out the form below. Discernment 


form includes your contact information, baptismal background, and the answer to 


questions like “Why do you want to be a member?” and “How can we support you in 


your discernment process?” Your information will be submitted to the Leadership Team 


at their next meeting. After that you will be contacted and a date set for when you will 


be introduced during Sunday evening worship marking the official beginning of your 


process before the whole community. Membership is open to those who are baptized 


and are at least 14 years old. 

( First Year Process of Membership…


Here’s what a typical first year looks like…




Month One: Attend Sunday evening’s meal and worship consistently / Communicate 



when you would like to attend / Help with set up and tear down / Attend other “Church 



C” large group gatherings as invitation is extended / Read through the website / Ask a 



lot of questions / Get to know other attendees 




Month Two: Receive “Church C”s Weekly Email / Begin bringing a food item to share at 



Sunday’s Common Meal / Begin to contribute financially to the life of “Church C” / 



Continue to respond to opportunities as given / Communicate when you are not coming




Month Three - Month Six: Pray the Hours / Officially be added to the Food Schedule / 



Talk with Leadership Team member about your desire for greater connection and 



commitment at “Church C” / Participate in gatherings / Continue to get to know people 



and let people get to know you

Month Six - Month Twelve: May begin official discernment process to become member / 
Fill out form / Be recognized in worship / Learn more about the church / Get baptized (if 
not already) / Visit a Chapter House and / or Take part in a Spiritual Direction Group




Month Twelve and Beyond: May apply for membership at “Church C” after discernment 



process is completed / Read membership materials / Fill out application / Be approved 



by Leadership Team / Be voted on and received by members / Be recognized in worship / 


Welcome to membership!


( Commitment Types…



Friends: Regular participant in the life of the church, takes part in activities or ministry 



projects. May have membership at another church, or not interested in pursuing 



membership.



Guests: May have attended “Church C” once or twice, may be looking for a church, but 



not in a position to join yet. 



Attenders: Identifies “Church C” as their home and regularly attends the common meal 



and service. Contributes to the church and desires to live in responsible relationships 



with others at “Church C.” Participates in groups.



Attenders in Discernment: Same as an “Attender” but after six months of attendances 



desires to pursue becoming a member and fills out the form. Enters into discerning their 



commitment through dialogue with others. If together we have discerned membership is 


the best way to describe his commitment to “Church C,” he would fill out the 




membership application. His request would go before the Leadership Team for approval. 



He then would be approved to be a member by the members of “Church C” and received 



at a worship gathering.



Member: “Church C” is their sole faith community until discerned otherwise. Is at least 



fourteen years old and has experienced water baptism. Values our weekly common meal 


and worship with consistent participation. Commits to the financial health of “Church C” 



through on-going support. Commits to the mission and values of “Church C” and 



supports its vision. Participates in active decision making when a meeting and vote is 



called. Commits to living into the practices, rhythms, and relationships of “Church C.”




Practices hospitality and creates space for others to step in. Demonstrates responsible 



communication to others and the community as a whole. May be considered to serve on 



Leadership Team.

· Discussion: Compare Church A, B, & C’s membership practices…

( What practices do these churches share that are the same?

( Which church had the simplest membership process? Which had the most complex?

( What were some of the practices that would help people in “belonging to the
community”?

( What were some of the practices that would not help people in “belonging to the 
community”?

( What are some of the values or practices that could work in defining “membership” 
for Theophilus?



